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- Who is the Belgian competent authority ?

- A Belgian network of official laboratories

- Where does the accreditation organisation fit in?

- Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an illustration

- Perspectives and conclusions

Overview



The FASFC as it is today
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Royal Decree 03/08/2012



Internal Laboratories

Gentbrugge

Tervuren Gembloux
+ ISO 17043 -PT

Melle
+ ISO 17025 -CAL
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ISO 17025 -TEST



Internal Laboratories

• Residues in matrices of animal origin and food (hormonal substances, veterinary drugs)

• Inorganic chemistry (heavy metals in Food & Feed, Soil improvers)

• Food Contact Material (migration analyses – inorganic elements

• Contaminants in Food & Feed (mycotoxins, dioxins, PCB, OCP, PAH,…)

• Feed additives (veterinary drugs, vitamins)

• Coccidiostats, benzimidazoles, pyrethroids (Residues in Matrices of Animal Origin, Cross contaminations in 
Feed [ cocc ])

• Quality (Feed, Fertilisers , Phytopharmaceuticals)

• Food Contact Materials (migration analyses – organic compounds)

• Veterinary drugs ( avermectins , NSAIDS, OPP)

• Various analysis: irradiated food, preservatives

• Microbiology, Plant diseases ( Globodera )

• Dispatching

• Calibration

• Microbiology, virology

• Plant diseases

• Dispatching

• BU PT

Gentbrugge

Tervuren

Liège 
(Wandre )

Melle

Gembloux All ISO 17025



External Laboratories under agreement
(official laboratories )

• Are recognized by FASFC

• The recognition procedure is included in Royal Decree of 03/08/2012

• According to ISO 9001 certified procedure

• Foreign European laboratories must first be designated by their own competent authority
(2017/626; art. 37 §2)

• List: https://www.fasfc.be/about -fasfc/laboratories/list -approved -laboratories
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External Laboratories under agreement
(official laboratories )

To be recognized , the laboratory needs to meet the following requirements :

• Accredited (ISO 17025) 

• A sufficient level of technical performance

• Respect the agreed analysis term

• Participate in the notification duty

• Participate in the dispatch system 

• Participate in communication groups and trainings, organized by the NRL

• Participate in PT

• Respect every service note of the FASFC

• …



National Reference Laboratories

• Laboratories that perform scientific research

• Accredited (ISO 17025) 

• Develop and posess scientific knowledge for support to FASFC

• Designation is a European requirement Regulation 625/2017/EC

• National legal base: Royal Decree of 03/08/2012

• 4 year contracts via public procurement procedures

• https://favv -afsca.be/sites/default/files/LAB%2010%20P%20524%20L01 -v21_fr.pdf
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National Reference Laboratories

• NRL for veterinary medicine and prohibited substances (NRL Horm -medic)

• CER -Groupe and ILVO (technology and food science)



National Reference Laboratories

• Activities

• Organisation of PT’s and follow -up of results

• Scientific and technical support of recognized laboratories and FASFC

• Contact point for European Reference laboratories (EURL)

• Inform the competent authority of relevant changes in the field

• Primary partner for performing counter analysis and confirmatory analysis

• Organisation of communication groups and trainings : NRL - recognized laboratories 

• Maintain the analytical scope in the relevant field





Financial support

Scientific /technical support



Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an example

NRL informs the competent authority of the change in legislation

Consequence : (re) validation of all analytical methods for official control 

of residues in matrices of animal origin within 5 year timeframe

Identify

- challenges

- actors and tasks

- goals and opportunities



Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an example

Challenges :

- labour intensive,time consuming , more elaborate validation setup

- analytical challenges due to lower level validation (10% MRL)

- clarity needed for validation schemes (revalidation , full validation , screening, (semi -)quantitative ,…)

- uniform approach



Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an example

Actors and tasks :

- Official laboratories
- must be informed on what , when , how
- must take appropriate action

- Accreditation body
- inform auditors
- publish adapted guidelines for flex scope ( Belac 2-105)



Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an example

Actors and tasks :

- NRL
- communication group meetings to inform labs
- organise working group for revision of Belac 2-105
- and of course perform (re) validation

- Competent authority : 
- set priorities , make choises
- competent follow -up



Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an example

Goals and compromises :

- Complete revalidation before June 2026

- First screening, then confirmation

- Fall back on NRL, sacrifice other tasks

Opportunities :

- Update analytical scope

- Equalize performance between official laboratories

- Uniform validation strategy

- Stability database



Implementing regulation 2021/808 as an example

- Document Belac 2-105

Criteria to be met by accredited laboratories applying for a flexible scope for analyses of residues of 
veterinary medicinal products, pharmacologically active substances authorized as food additives and 
prohibited or non -authorized pharmacologically active substances on the basis of implementing 
regulation ( eu ) 2021/808

- Accessible online https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac -NL/2 -105-
NL.pdf

- Transformation of legislation and EURL guidelines

- into a practical validation guide for flexible scope accreditation

https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf
https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Publications/files/Belac-NL/2-105-NL.pdf


Belac document 2 -105: 

3.1. Matrices



Belac document 2 -105: 

3.1. Parameters



Belac document 2 -105: 

3.2. Analytical method

3.3. Validation concepts

- Total and secundary validation

- Screening and confirmation

- Qualitative and (semi) -quantitative

- Revalidation

- ALARA explained



Perspectives and conclusions

State of affairs : 

- on schedule , adapted to new deadline

Future perspectives :

- confident all laboratories will be ready for 2028

- Commercial test kits cannot be used for surveillance program ( due to 10% MRL)

- criteria and validation guidelines for “exotic ” problems (IRMS, thyreostats in faeces ,…)

Conclusions :

- not an easy exercise even with a thorough and functional system

- clear accreditation guideline are of primary importance ! 

- especially important in early stages

- Belac 2-105 is a solid guidance document for years to come



Thanks for your 
attention

TOGETHER TOWARDS 

A SAFER FOOD CHAIN

Federal Agency 

for the Safety of the Food Chain
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